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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Agenda  October 20, 2009

1. Introductions

2. University strategic direction

3. Site analysis

4. Historic inventory
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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Resources
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Community Relations web page
http://www.american.edu/communityrelations/

Campus Plan web page
http://www.american.edu/finance/fas/Campus-Plan.cfm



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Strategic Vision
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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Strategic Vision
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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
2011 Campus Plan Timetable
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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Future Activity

• Present university’s strategic direction
• Present and discuss Site Analysis
• Present and discuss Historic Inventory

October 2009

• Discuss Site Analysis
• Present and discuss sustainability issues
• Finalize population assumptions
• Present status report to ANCs

November 2009

• Finalize site selection
• Present and discuss initial plan conceptsJanuary 2010

• Finalize plan conceptsFebruary 2010
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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Campus Plan - Potential Site Inventory



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Site Analysis – Sites

Parking Lot

Old SIS Site

Clark Site

Public Safety Site

Watkins Site

CDC Site

Tower Site

Beeghly Site
Osborn Site

McKinley West Site

Garage Site

Asbury Site

Tennis Court Site

45th Street Site

POB Site

Katzen West

Nebraska Hall

Kay Site

McKinley 
Expansion

Tenley Campus Site



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Site Analysis 45th Street Field

Site Characteristics
Adjacencies

North: Public Park
South:  Massachusetts

Avenue,  Wesley Seminary
and Private Residences

East:  45th Street and Katzen West Site
West:  46th Street and Church
Note: Northeast of the site is Fort

Gaines neighborhood and
Southwest is Spring Valley
Neighborhood

Views: Most views into the site are from
public roads.  There is opportunity to
provide landscape buffering for long
views from residential areas

Impacts:  Increased vehicular traffic,
Structure on the site of open space.

Site Area:  93,000 sq. ft.
Footprint:  37,000 sq. ft.
Stories:  3
Building Area: 111,000 gross area
Potential Uses:

Academic/Administrative,
Athletic/Recreation, Campus
Life/Residential; Mixed uses



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Site Analysis Asbury Site

Site Characteristics
Adjacencies

North: Sports Center
South:  Open Space

Residence Halls
East:  Open Space, Garage
West:  Osborn, Athletic Fields
Note: Central plant location

Views: Views into the site are from the 
interior of the campus.  

Impacts:  Existing structure will need to
be demolished and central plant
protected or replaced

Site Area:  60,000 sq. ft.
Footprint:  24,000 sq. ft.
Stories:  5
Building Area: 120,000 gross area
Potential Uses:

Academic/Administrative
Athletic/Recreation
Mixed uses



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Site Analysis Beeghly Site

Site Characteristics
Adjacencies

North: Sports Center
South:  Open Space

Residence Halls
East:  Open Space, Garage
West:  Osborn, Athletic Fields
Note: Central plant location

Views: Views into the site are from the 
interior of the campus.  

Impacts:  Existing structure will need to
be demolished and central plant
protected or replaced

Site Area:  24,000 sq. ft.
Footprint:  15,000 sq. ft.
Stories:  4
Building Area: 60,000 gross area
Potential Uses:

Academic/Administrative 
Addition to Beeghly Chemistry
Building to consolidate the
science facilities now in Hurst,
McKinley, Asbury and Beeghly.



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Site Analysis CDC Site

Site Characteristics
Adjacencies

North:  Media Production Center
South:  Campus road, Hamilton
East:    Residence halls
West:  Athletic Fields, Residences
Note: Child Development Center

Views: Views into the site are from the 
interior of the campus.  

Impacts:  Existing structure will need to
be demolished, screening long views
and lighting

Site Area:  20,000 sq. ft.
Footprint:  15,000 sq. ft.
Stories:  3
Building Area: 45,000 gross area
Potential Uses:

Academic/Administrative
Campus Life/Residential 



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Site Analysis Clark Site

Site Characteristics
Adjacencies

North:  Bender Library, New SIS
South:  Rockwood parkway, Residences
East:    Church, Residences
West:  Resident Hall (Letts)
Note: First view of Campus from West

Views: Views into the site are from the 
public roads, private residences and
campus.  

Impacts:  Existing structures will need
to be demolished, design to be sensitive
to scale of adjacent structures.

Site Area:  100,000 sq. ft.
Footprint:  75,000 sq. ft.
Stories:  4 (average)
Building Area: 300,000 gross area
Potential Uses:

Campus Life/Residential
Academic/Administrative
Mixed uses



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Site Analysis Garage Site

Site Characteristics
Adjacencies

North: Butler Pavilion
South:  Open Space

Residence Halls
East:  Mary Graydon Center
West:  Sports Center
Note: Parking for 466 vehicles

Views: Views into the site are from the 
interior of the campus.  

Impacts:  Existing structure will need to
be altered (sloped floors)

Site Area:  27,000 sq. ft.
Footprint:  27,000 sq. ft.
Stories:  5
Building Area: 135,000 gross area
Potential Uses:

Academic/Administrative,
Athletics/Recreation,
Mixed uses



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Site Analysis Katzen West

Site Characteristics
Adjacencies

North: Single family homes
South:  Massachusetts

Avenue,  Wesley Seminary
East:  Katzen Arts Center
West:  45th Street, Athletic Fields
Note: North of the site is Fort

Gaines neighborhood 
Views: Views into the site are from

public roads and eleven private
residences which border the site

Impacts:  Increased vehicular traffic,
Structure on the site of open space.
Structure would border private
residences.  Design would need to be
sensitive to the adjacent homes.

Site Area:  108,000 sq. ft.
Footprint:  40,000 sq. ft.
Stories:  3
Building Area: 120,000 gross area
Potential Uses:

Academic/Administrative
Athletics/Recreation



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Site Analysis Kay Site

Site Characteristics
Adjacencies

North:  Massachusetts Avenue, Katzen
Arts Center

South:  Quadrangle, Academic Buildings
East:    Ward Circle
West:  Kogod School of Business

Views: Views into the site are from the 
public roads and interior of campus.  

Impacts:  No significant impact.
Site Area:  8,000 sq. ft.
Footprint:  8,000 sq. ft.
Stories:  2
Building Area: 16,000 gross area
Potential Uses:

Campus Life/addition to Kay
Spiritual Life Center



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Site Analysis McKinley Expansion

Site Characteristics
Adjacencies

North:  Mary Graydon Center
South:  McKinley Building
East:    Bender Library
West:  Open space, Asbury

Views: Views into the site are from the 
interior of campus.  

Impacts:  Request extension of current
approval.

Site Area:  15,000 sq. ft.
Footprint:  N/A.
Stories:  N/A
Building Area: per zoning
Potential Uses:

Academic/Administrative



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Site Analysis McKinley West

Site Characteristics
Adjacencies

North: Sports Center
South: Residence Halls
East:  Asbury, Garage
West:  Osborn, Beeghly

Views: Views into the site are from the 
interior of the campus.  

Impacts:  No significant impact
Site Area:  64,000 sq. ft.
Footprint:  30,000 sq. ft.
Stories:  6
Building Area: 180,000 gross area
Potential Uses:

Academic/Administrative
Campus Life/Residential
Athletics/Recreation
Mixed uses



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Site Analysis Tower Site

Site Characteristics
Adjacencies

North: Reeves Field
South:  Jacobs Field
East:  Centennial Hall (Residential Hall)
West:  Single family homes
Note: Media Production Center and

volleyball courts on the site
Views: Views into the site are from the 

interior of the campus and from
adjacent residences.  

Impacts:  Existing structure will need to
be demolished 

Site Area:  72,000 sq. ft.
Footprint:  50,000 sq. ft.
Stories:  2
Building Area: 100,000 gross area
Potential Uses:

Academic/Administrative 
Athletics/Recreation
Mixed Uses



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Site Analysis Nebraska Hall Site

Site Characteristics
Adjacencies

North: Church
South:  Katzen Arts Center
East:  Nebraska Avenue,

Governmental Buildings (DHS)
West:  Single family homes, Fort Gaines

Views: There is opportunity to provide 
landscape buffering for views 
from residential areas

Impacts:  Increased vehicular traffic,
Structure on the site of open space.

Site Area:  45,000 sq. ft.
Footprint:  25,000 sq. ft.
Stories:  3
Building Area: 75,000 gross area
Potential Uses:

Campus Life/Residential



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Site Analysis Parking Lot Site

Site Characteristics
Adjacencies

North: Massachusetts Avenue
South:  Church
East:  Westover Place Townhouses
West:  Nebraska Avenue, AU Campus

Views: There is opportunity to provide 
landscape buffering for views 
from residences.

Impacts:  Increased vehicular traffic,
Parking to be included.

Site Area:  354,000 sq. ft.
Footprint:  140,000 sq. ft.
Stories:  4 average
Building Area: 637,000 gross area
Potential Uses:

Campus Life/Residential
Academic/Administrative
Mixed Uses



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Site Analysis Old SIS Site

Site Characteristics
Adjacencies

North: Hurst Building (AU)
South:  New SIS Building
East:  Nebraska Avenue, Parking Lot

West:  Quad, Mary Graydon Center
Views: Primary views from campus and

Public Street.
Impacts:  Existing building needs to be

removed.  New parking spaces below
will add to vehicle load at SIS garage
entrance.

Site Area:  20,000 sq. ft.
Footprint:  20,000 sq. ft.
Stories:  3
Building Area: 60,000 gross area
Potential Uses:

Academic/Administrative



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Site Analysis Osborn Site

Site Characteristics
Adjacencies

North: Tennis Courts (AU)
South:  Beeghly Building (AU)
East:  Asbury Building (AU)
West:  Reeves Field, Public Street,

Single family homes, Spring Valley
Views: There is opportunity to provide 

landscape buffering for views 
from residential areas

Impacts:  Screening at campus
perimeter for lights and
possible noise.

Site Area:  12,000 sq. ft.
Footprint:  12,000 sq. ft.
Stories:  1
Building Area: 12,000 gross area
Potential Uses:

Athletics/Recreation
Academic/Administrative
Mixed Use



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Site Analysis POB Site

Site Characteristics
Adjacencies

North: Massachusetts Ave., Katzen Site
South:  Residence Halls (AU)
East:  President’s Office Building (AU)
West:  Wesley Seminary

Views: There is opportunity to provide 
landscape buffering for views 
from residential areas

Impacts:  Design to be sensitive to
views along Massachusetts
Avenue.

Site Area:  40,000 sq. ft.
Footprint:  25,000 sq. ft.
Stories:  3
Building Area: 75,000 gross area
Potential Uses:

Academic/Administrative
Campus Life/Residential



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Site Analysis Public Safety Site

Site Characteristics
Adjacencies

North: Residence Halls (AU)
South:  Rockwood parkway, Single family

homes, some  AU
East:  Rockwood Parkway, Single Family

home.
West:  Single family homes, Fort Gaines

Views: There is opportunity to provide 
some landscape buffering for
views from residential areas

Impacts:  Increased activity, Current
buildings would need to be
razed.

Site Area:  25,000 sq. ft.
Footprint:  25,000 sq. ft.
Stories:  3
Building Area: 75,000 gross area
Potential Uses:

Academic/Administrative
Campus Life/Residential



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Site Analysis Tenley Site

Site Characteristics
Adjacencies

North: Yuma Street, Church & School,
Single Family Homes.

South: Warren Street, Single Family
Homes

East::   Nebraska Avenue,  Single Family
Homes

West:  42nd Street, Single Family Homes
Views: There is opportunity to provide 

landscape buffering for views 
from residential areas

Impacts:  Increased vehicular traffic,
Some existing structures would need to
be razed.  Historic Structure to be
retained.

Site Area:  356,000 sq. ft.
Footprint:  140,000 sq. ft.
Stories:  4 average
Building Area: 584,000 gross area
Potential Uses:

Academic/Administrative
Campus Life/Residential



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Site Analysis Tennis Court Site

Site Characteristics
Adjacencies

North: Wesley Seminary
South:  Reeves Field
East:  Sports Center
West:  University Avenue, Single family

homes – Spring Valley
Views: Provide landscape buffering for

views from residential areas.
Design must be sensitive
adjacent neighbors.

Impacts:  Open Tennis courts to be
replaced by a building.

Site Area:  100,000 sq. ft.
Footprint:  60,000 sq. ft.
Stories:  2, 40 ft total
Building Area: 120,000 gross area
Potential Uses:

Athletics/Recreation
Academic/Administrative
Mixed Use



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Site Analysis Watkins Site

Site Characteristics
Adjacencies

North: Jacobs Field
South:  Kreeger, Korean Ambassador’s

Residence and Single Family
Homes

East:  Child Development Center (AU)
West:  Single family homes, Spring Valley

Views: There is opportunity to provide 
landscape buffering for views 
from residential areas

Impacts:  Design to be sensitive to
bordering homes for light and
noise.

Site Area:  24,000 sq. ft.
Footprint:  24,000 sq. ft.
Stories:  3
Building Area: 72,000 gross area
Potential Uses:

Academic/Administrative
Campus Life/Residential
Athletics/Recreation
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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Virtual Model of  Campus



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Historic Preservation

1. New Campus Plan process requires historic 

preservation element

2. District Historic Preservation Office will guide 

development

3. Conduct research on properties built before 1970

4. Identify historic resources

5. Develop plan to protect those resources
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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Historic Buildings – Hurst Hall  1896

May 14,1902

18973/9/1896

2009



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Historic Buildings – McKinley Building 1902 – 20?? 

May 14, 1902
1924



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Historic Buildings  McKinley & Hurst

1915

1918



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Historic Buildings – Mary Graydon Center 1917 - 1925

1918 1918

1925
2009



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Historic Buildings – Battelle – Tompkins 1926, ‘57, ‘64, ‘75

1932

2009

1950s



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Historic Buildings – President’s Office Building 1925

2009

Unknown date



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Historic Buildings – Hamilton Building 1935

1955



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Historic Buildings - Capital Hall, Tenley Campus 1904; 1921

1910

2009



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
Historic Buildings – Dunblane, Tenley Campus 1818-1839?; 1935, 1974

2009



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY

Next Meeting November 10, 2009
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