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Roadmap

1. Draw Aloud

2. What Just Happened

3. Modeling Social Landscapes

4. Six Facets of Highly Effective Staff

5. Team Cognition

The modern academic landscape reveals a social environment of significant complexity. Abstract thinking skills 

using a visual language of simple geometric shapes can quickly ground human communications in shared 

understanding, collaboration, and problem solving. This session describes a framework, method, and process 

for using triangles, squares, and circles to solve a wide variety of problems in everyday experience, in and 

outside the classroom.



Draw Aloud



Triangles, Squares, and Circles

• Paper & Crayons
 Three Questions

 Draw Using Only Three Shapes 

• Three Questions
 How does peer engagement work?

 How do you store information about peer 

engagement in memory?

 How do you monitor your own learning about peer 

engagement?



Five Minutes



What Just Happened



Abstract Diagrams



Theory to Practice



Modeling the Social Landscape



Visual Intelligence Modeling 

Language

• Two Terms

 Concept

 Relation

• Transformation in Thinking

 Prior - Free Form Conceptual Space

 Future - Structured Conceptual Space



Mental Model

Scaffold & Construction



Six Facets of Highly Effective Staff



Draw Aloud the Six Facets

1. Frame

2. Cluster

3. Connect

4. Relate

5. Measure

6. Compare



Domain Specific Outcomes

• Encourage and 

foster opportunities 

for peer 

engagement

• Visual Language

 Vocabulary

 Grammar

 Valid Sentence



Team Cognition: Next Steps



AU Staff Domain Modeling

• Facets

 Phases

 Steps

• Vocabulary

• Use Cases

• Mental Model for the Computational 

Navigation of the Social Landscape



AU Staff Council – Social Networks



Q & A

conroy@american.edu

or contact the team at SIS

mailto:conroy@american.edu

